
You can plan your 
next pheasant hunting 
adventure with waterfowl 
in mind thanks to Gage 
Outdoor Expeditions. The 
outfitter partnered with 
Ducks Unlimited during 
the Rescue Our Wet-
lands campaign to help 
support wetlands conser-
vation work across North 
America through upland 
hunts at its two lodges in 
South Dakota.

Nestled along the banks 
of the Missouri River 
in Chamberlain, Gage’s 
Thunderstik Lodge and 
Rooster Ridge Hunting 
Lodge provide access to 

over 7,000 acres of prime 
pheasant hunting habi-
tat. A 10-station sporting 
clays course is available for 
last-minute adjustments or 
friendly competitions, but 
the days are mostly spent 
pursuing roosters alongside 
guides and professionally 
trained pheasant hunting 
dogs. Wind down in the 
evenings at the clubhouse 
while reflecting on the 
day’s hunt and socializ-
ing with friends and new 
acquaintances.

The initial offering of 10 
unique four-man pheas-
ant hunting experiences 
at Rooster Ridge was so 

popular at DU events that 
within a few short months 
additional trips were 
added at events across the 
country. The widespread 
appeal of these trips 
among DU supporters has 
no geographic boundaries: 
more than 130 trips were 
sold at events nationwide 
in 2019. To date, trips to 

Thunderstik and Rooster 
Ridge have generated 
nearly $1.4 million in 
revenue for wetlands 
conservation.

Start planning your  
next pheasant hunt at  
gageoutdoor.com and learn 
more about DU events in your 
area at ducks.org/events.
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Find an opportunity, make a decision, then hustle. That’s 
the recipe for success for the Lancaster County, Pennsylva-
nia, chapter of Ducks Unlimited, whose banquet has nearly 
doubled in size in less than a decade.

The numbers tell the story: the chapter’s 2019 event had 
520 attendees, 62 firearms raffled, and $123,000 in net prof-
its. That banquet and other activities have earned Lancaster 
County a spot on DU’s list of President’s Elite chapters.

The Lancaster County chapter will host its 41st annual 
banquet this April. While it’s long been a successful event 
with several hundred people in attendance, a few big moves 
over the past five years have significantly increased atten-
dance and earnings.

Banquet cochair Chad Hohenwarter is happy to share what 
his chapter has learned. “The biggest thing we’ve worked on 
is educating people before they get there,” he says.

The committee spends money up front to send a multipage 
invitation, promoting the numerous raffles and prizes up for 

grabs. “That way they 
already know what’s going 
on, and the seed is planted,” 
Hohenwarter explains. 

And when the doors open, 
Hohenwarter says, the atmosphere is frenzied. “It’s gotten so 
big there’s always something going on; it’s gangbusters,” he 
says. “It’s important to never give up and to keep selling.  
Talk to people and have fun doing it.”

More than 500 DU sup-
porters attended the highly 
successful Lancaster 
County banquet in 2019.

Gage Outdoor Expeditions is proud 
to offer unique pheasant hunting 
experiences to DU supporters at 
local events across the county.

Support Wetlands  
Conservation on Your  
Next Upland Hunt
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